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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PFOR ET 

SUBJECT: ERITREAN DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: ASMARA 93 

1. EMBASSY IS CHECKING ON REPORTS PROVIDED REFTEL AND WILL REPORT 
ITS FINDINGS ASAP. 

2. PRELIMINARY CHECK THROUGH MAAG AND DAO REVEALS THAT US HAS 
NOT RPT NOT SUPPLIED ETHIOPIAN FORCES WITH ANY "PERSISTENT 
CHEMICAL AGENTS” (E.G. GAS). 

3. ETHIOPIANS DO HOLD WHITE PHOSPHORUS, SMOKE AND TEAR GAS, WHICH 
DO NOT RPT NOT QUALIFY AS "PERSISTENT” AGENTS. 

4. FOR ASMARA: REQUEST YOU WATCH KEY INDICATOR, WHICH IS WHETHER 
MILITARY OR PARA-MILITARY ELEMENTS BEGINNING WEAR/CARRY PROTECTIVE 
MASKS. IF SO, PLEASE REPORT PROMPTLY. 
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